
 

District-Based Alternative Educator Licensure  

Administrator Licensure                                                                           
Partnership with South Coast and Boston University.  One year program leading                   

to Initial Licensure as Principal/Assistant Principal or Supervisor/Director. 

Professional Licensure - Elementary Education                                                     
Partnership with South Coast and Framingham State College.  One year program                

leading to Professional Licensure in Elementary Education (grades 1-6) or                      

Early Childhood Education, Students with and without Disabilities (PreK-2).  

Initial Licensure - Moderate or Severe Disabilities                                  
Partnership with Simmons College.  Five courses and a practicum. 

Initial Licensure - Severe Disabilities                                                          
Partnership with Bridgewater State University.  Six courses and a practicum. 

Advanced Degrees  
  

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) in Educational Administration                           
Partnership with Simmons College. 

   

Doctorate in Educational Leadership  
     Partnership with Northeastern University.                                                        
 

Associateõs and Bachelorõs Degrees   

Paraprofessional Associate Degree Program                                                                          
Partnership with Bristol Community College leading to an Associateõs Degree. 

Teaching Career Pathway for Paraprofessionals                                                                
Partnership Northeastern University leading to a Bachelorõs Degree in Liberal 

Studies with an Education minor. 
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The Graduate Learning Center at South Coast Educational Collaborative 
 

One Conference room with seating for 20 in the Administration Building;   

two stand alone classrooms; all equipped with state of  the art educational technology 

2201 G.A.R. Highway                                                                                                       

Swansea, Massachusetts  02777 

Phone:  508-379-1180                                                                                                        

Fax:  508-379-1231 

www.scecoll.org 



Licensure in Massachusetts 
 

Temporary License                                                                                                      

A Temporary license may be issued to a person who holds a valid                 

educator license from another state, comparable to at least an Initial 

license, and has been employed under the license for at least three 

years.  This license is valid for one year, during which time the                            

applicant completes the requirements for an Initial license. 
  

Preliminary License                                                                                                         

This license is primarily for the person who holds a Bachelorõs Degree, 

would like to become an educator, but has not completed teacher 

preparation.  The applicant must take and pass the MTEL Communi-

cation and Literacy Skills test and the subject area test, if required, 

for the area of licensure.  Some education licenses require the comple-

tion of additional MTEL tests. 
  

Initial License                                                                                                                

This license is issued to a person who has completed a Bachelorõs                  

degree, passed the required MTEL tests, and completed an educator 

preparation program.  This license is valid for five years of employ-

ment and may be renewed at the discretion of the Commissioner for 

an additional five years. 
  

Professional License                                                                                           

The Professional license is issued to a person who has met the require-

ments for an Initial license in the same field, has received at least 50 

hours of mentoring, and has completed a Professional Licensure              

Program or a Masterõs Degree.  A Professional license may be contin-

ued indefinitely so long as a Professional Development Plan that              

includes the appropriate proportion of content and pedagogy and              

sufficient number of PDPõs is met every five-year cycle. 

For more information regarding educator licensure, visit the 

Department of Elementary and Secondary Educationõs web site  

www.doe.mass.edu                                                                                  

and choose òEducator Licensure Informationó                                         

from the drop-down menu. 
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Welcome to South Coast                  

Educational Collaborative!  

South Coast Educational                  

Collaborative conducts and               

supports educational programs 

and services which complement 

and strengthen the programs of 

the Collaborative and those of its 

participating school  districts, 

with the overall goal of improving            

student learning. 

Dr. David R. Heimbecker                    

Executive Director                   

 

Maureen Canner                                   

Associate Director 
 

Board of Directors 

Thomas Lynch                                             

Superintendent                                        

Berkley School District 

 

Dr. Kathleen Montagano                  

Superintendent                                        

Dighton-Rehoboth Regional 
     

John McCarthy                                  

Superintendent                                        

Freetown-Lakeville Regional 

 

Madeline Meyer                                  

Superintendent                                        

Seekonk School District 

 

Richard Medeiros                                          

Superintendent                                        

Somerset School District 

 

Christine Stanton                                          

Superintendent                                        

Swansea School District 



Associateõs Degree Program 
 

South Coast Educational Collaborative has partnered with Bristol Community College to 

implement an Associateõs Degree program designed for Instructional Paraprofessionals.  

The program of  studies is comprised of  courses that meet general degree requirements as 

well as electives chosen to best prepare the candidates for their current work assignments 

as paraprofessionals.  Most courses transfer to four-year state colleges and universities. 

Students attend evening classes at South Coastõs Graduate  Learning Center in Swansea 

during fall, spring, and summer semesters.  The courses are designed to meet No Child 

Left Behind requirements.  Ongoing student advising is an integral component of  the         

program. 
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co Å hort  [ko-hàwrt]                                               

noun                                                                                     

A united group of people; a supporter,                                 

accomplice, or associate of a leader; a 

group of people sharing a common factor. 

All our continuing education programs                            

utilize a cohort model - a small group of 

students learning together for the duration 

of the program, thereby forming a cohe-

sive, supportive community of learners 

with common goals. Research has shown 

that the cohort model increases each             

studentõs chance of high achievement and                    

success. 

The Cohort Model Applied Behavioral Analysis                           

Education 

South Coast Educational Collaborative, in part-

nership with Northeastern University, offers     

Applied Behavioral Analysis: An Introduction.  

Applied behavioral analysis is the process of               

systematically applying interventions based upon 

the principles of  learning theory to improve socially 

significant behaviors to a meaningful degree, and to 

demonstrate that the interventions employed are              

responsible for the improvement in behavior (Cooper, 

Heron, Heward, 2006). 

 

English Language Learners (ELL) Training 

South Coast Educational Collaborative in partnership with Northeastern University                

offers English Language Learners trainings in Category 1, 2, 3, and 4.  Aimed at educa-

tional professionals who work with English language learners, instruction is designed to 

equip participants with essential knowledge and skills to effectively organize and imple-

ment content area instruction appropriate for English Language Learners at different 

levels of  English proficiency.   

 



Teaching Career Pathway for Paraprofessionals 

South Coast Educational Collaborative in partnership with North-

eastern University offers a Bachelor of  Arts degree for Instruc-

tional Paraprofessionals, or others, interested in becoming licensed 

educators.  Students must hold an Associateõs degree.  Credits 

earned would transfer into a specially designed Northeastern  Uni-

versity  program that would allow students to finish their course-

work in three years, obtain a degree in Liberal Studies with a minor 

in Education, and be prepared for educator licensure.  Students en-

rolled in this òBridge to Teachingó program would be able to con-

tinue to work in their school position. 

Two courses are offered each of  three semesters per year at the          

Collaborativeõs Graduate Learning Center in Swansea.  The plan              

offers a program with the convenience of  an off-campus location,  

discounted tuition rate, cohort model, possibility for grant funding 

of  nearly all expenses, and student advising by Northeastern              

University. 

Students with a variety 

of educational 

backgrounds  

(Associateõs degree, 

Bachelorõs degree, or 

credits along the way) 

interested in earning a 

license toward a career 

in teaching should 

consider this option. 
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Program Description 

The òBridge to Teachingó program is designed for parapro-

fessionals, teaching assistants and teacher aides who work in 

public education and who wish to complete their Bachelorõs 

Degree and step onto the òBridgeó leading to licensure in 

Elementary Education. 

 

Eligibility/Requirements: 

The candidate must be an instructional paraprofessional 

with at least one year of  experience in public school -      

currently working in a classroom or clinical setting. 

The candidate must have earned an associate degree or its 

equivalent worth at least 60 semester hour credits (80 

quarter hour credit equivalent). 

 



Initial Licensure in Moderate or Severe Disabilities 

South Coast Educational Collaborative, in partnership with Simmons College, offers an 

Initial Licensure Program in Moderate or Severe Disabilities.  Participants complete five 

Simmons College courses for a total of  twenty credits, as well as a practicum.  Students 

must pass the required MTEL tests (Communication and Literacy, Foundations of  Read-

ing, and General Curriculum/subject matter) as a prerequisite to beginning the practicum 

component. At the completion of  this program, the student is eligible for an Initial              

license in Moderate or Severe Disabilities.  Credits are transferable to a Simmons College 

Masterõs or Ed.S. degree program upon acceptance to the graduate school at Simmons. 

Since 1993, more than 

300 teachers have 

been licensed as 

Special Needs 

Educators at South 

Coast Educational 

Collaborative 
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Initial Licensure in Severe Disabilities 

This program, offered in partnership with Bridgewater State             

College, is designed for current teachers who wish to pursue licen-

sure in Severe Disabilities, all levels.  Participants complete six 

courses plus a practicum.  Students must pass the Communication 

and Literacy MTEL before admission, and the General Curriculum/

subject matter MTEL prior to the practicum.  At the completion of  

this program, the student is eligible for an Initial license in Severe 

Disabilities.  Credits are transferable to a Bridgewater State College 

Masterõs degree program. 

Course of  Study 

RDG 410 Multisensory Structured Language Strategies for Reading                                                    

SPND 436 Formal and Informal Assessment                                                                                            

SPND 441 Classroom Management for Learners with Special Needs in Inclusive Settings                                                                                                                     

SPND 443 Issues in the Education of Learners with Special Needs                                                

SPND 446 Learners with Special Needs                                                                                                     

SPND 438 or SPND 439   Practicum  

Course of  Study 

SPED 508 Strategies for Diversity                          

SPED 517 Language Skills for Special Needs Learners                                                                   

SPED 530   Assessment Procedures in Special Education                                                                     

SPED 575 Behavioral Interventions in Special Education                                                              

SPED 524 Curric. Develop. for Learners with Severe Disabilities I                                                    

SPED 525 Curric. Develop. for Learners with Severe Disabilities II    

SPED 593 Practicum: Severe Disabilities                                                   
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Elementary Professional Licensure (PreK-2, or 1-6) 

South Coast Educational Collaborative, together with Framingham State College, offers a 

district -based Professional Licensure Program consisting of  ninety contact hours of                     

content-based seminars and fifty hours of  mentored experience.  Over the span of  one 

school year, the program provides graduate-level education in reading and mathematics 

suitable for the elementary-level educator.  The two courses carry college credit at                            

Framingham State College. 

Candidates must possess Initial licensure in Elementary Education, grades 1-6 or Early 

Childhood, Students with and without Disabilities, PreK-2; have one or more years                     

experience teaching under the Initial license; and be otherwise eligible for the Professional 

license.  The cost of  the Program covers two graduate level courses, the mentoring                         

component, and student advisement. At the completion of  the program, the candidate is 

eligible to acquire Professional licensure upon application to the Department of  Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education.  Classes are held at South Coast Educational Collabora-

tiveõs Graduate Learning Center in Swansea.                                    

This program offers the convenience of  an off-campus location, discounted tuition rate,               

cohort model, evening and summer classes, and student advising. 

By focusing on reading and mathematics instruction for one school year,           

the Professional Licensure Program strengthens the elementary educatorõs 

preparation in the most essential areas of elementary teacher preparation.     

By directly incorporating mentoring into the fabric of the content-based                  

seminars, and by having the instructor of the content portion be the mentor, 

elementary educators become better prepared to address the needs of their                    

students. 

 

Mentor Training Program 

South Coast Educational Collaborative offers a Department of  Elementary and Secondary 

Education-approved Mentor Training Program that reviews all requirements for district 

induction programs; provides training leading to the acquisition of  skills needed to                  

develop, implement, and assess a district induction and mentoring program; provides train-

ing that gives the participant the skills and confidence to be a high quality mentor; and  

devotes considerable time to pre-conferencing and post-conferencing skills so that the             

mentor is skilled and comfortable talking about teaching practices with protégés.  Each 

participant earns 15 PDPõs. 



Administrator Licensure:                                                                             

Principal/Assistant Principal or Supervisor/Director 

South Coast Educational Collaborative, in partnership with Boston University, offers the 

Administrator Licensure and Degree Program for Working Professionals.  Participants 

complete six B.U. courses for a total of  twenty credits, as well as a 300-hour practicum.  

Each candidate is placed in a practicum at the candidateõs school or an immersion                                 

internship to complement the òhomeó school practicum.  Upon completion of the                          

program, candidates are eligible for an endorsement toward Initial licensure as a Principal/

Assistant Principal or Supervisor/Director. 

A program of  one calendar year begins with study in the summer and ends with the                  

following spring semester.  At the completion of  this program, candidates may continue 

coursework at Boston University toward the attainment of a Masterõs Degree, C.A.G.S.,                    

or Doctoral degree. 

Course of  Study 

Summer Session       Spring Session 

SED AP 757    School Labor Relations     SED AP 750 Performance Appraisal                                                                                                              

SED AP 754    Educational Equity and the Law      and Supervision                                                                                               

SED AP 662    Administrative Planning    Practicum    

   

Fall Session 

SED AP 720    Performance Based Educational Leadership                                                                                  

SED AP 759    School Management 
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